
COMMERCE

· The Port of Houston is ranked first in the United States in foreign waterborne commerce, second in the United States in total tonnage and sixth in the world.

· The Port creates about 300,000 jobs in Texas and pumps roughly $11 billion annually into the Texas economy.

· The Houston ship channel has been a catalyst for growth in Harris County since the first steamship journeyed up the Buffalo Bayou in 1837.

· So much cargo passes through Galveston Bay each year that if loaded onto barges placed end to end, it would stretch more than 7500 miles—from Galveston to Shanghai.

· Recreational fishing in Galveston Bay contributes more than $600 million annually and generates $20 million in tax revenue.  

· Galveston’s shrimp industry is valued at $46 million.
ENVIRONMENT

· Approximately 95 percent of marine species in Texas bays and the Gulf of Mexico depend on wetlands during some time in their life cycle.

· In 1997, there were an estimated 105.5 million acres of wetlands in the United States.  Roughly five percent of those are saltwater.

· The estimated wetland loss rate is 58,500 acres annually—an 80 percent reduction from the previous decade.

· The dredge generated by HGSC project generates more than 40 million cubic yards annually; if placed on one city block, it would create a mountain 14,000 feet high—roughly 350 meters taller than Pike’s Peak.   

· More than 135 species of birds call Galveston Bay home and more than 300 species of migratory birds spend time in the bay as well.

· The leading cause of national wetland loss are urban development, agriculture, silviculture and rural development.

· Wetlands provide habitats and nesting grounds for wildlife, decrease pollution, aid in erosion prevention and provide recreational activities.

	The Port’s Top Five Trading Partners

(total dollars)
	The Port’s Top Five Trading Partners

(tonnage)

	1. Mexico

2. Germany

3. Brazil

4. Venezuela

5. Saudi Arabia
	1. Mexico

2. Venezuela

3. Saudi Arabia

4. Iraq

5. Algeria

	Top Export Commodities

(tonnage)
	Top Import Commodities

(tonnage)

	1. Petroleum and petroleum products

2. Cereals and cereal products

3. Organic chemicals

4. Plastics

5. Inorganic chemicals
	1. Petroleum and petroleum products

2. Crude fertilizers and minerals

3. Iron

4. Steel

5. Organic and inorganic chemicals


*Statistics provided by The Port of Houston Authority, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S Fish and Wildlife Service, Texas Coastal Wetlands Report and The Galveston Bay Information Network with Texas A&M University.
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